Synopsis

Act One

It is Christmas Eve early in the nineteenth
century. The wealthy Mayor, Dr. Stahlbaum,
is giving a party for his friends and their chil-
dren. The children are dancing and playing in
excited anticipation of the approaching
Christmas festivities and of their presents.
Herr Drosselmeyer, an old friend of the fami-
ly, arrives bringing the children gifts and
amuses them by his conjuring tricks. He gives
Clara, his favourite, a nutcracker which de-
lights her. Her brother Fritz spitefully breaks
it, but Herr Drosselmeyer mends it for her. Af-
ter the grandparents arrive and join in the
dancing, Clara becomes very tired and, falling
asleep in her chair, has a vivid dream.

The room and the Christmas tree seem to
grow. A swarm of rats appear trying to capture
the nutcracker, but Clara hurries to his rescue,
throwing against them her favourite dolls in
an effort to distract them from him. From
their toy fort an arms of soldiers led by the
nutcracker (who suddendly springs to life)
comes to help fight against the rats and their
leader, the Rat King. A company of hussars
and another of marines fight the rat army but
are overwhelmed. Only the nutcracker and
the Rat King are left on the battlefield. Des-
perately Clara flings her shoe at the Rat King.
As it strikes him he falls dead and a sudden
transformation takes place, revealing the nut-
cracker as a young, handsome prince.
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The Nutcracker

Act Two

Together the nutcracker (now changed into
the Prince) and Clara are carried away to an
enchanted grotto. There Clara becomes
trightened by bats but when the Prince comes
to protect her she realises that they are actual-
ly her family and friends transformed by her
nightmare. The grotto mysteriously changes
into Clara’s own toy theatre, where she finds
many of her favourite dolls brought to life.
The mood changes to one of happiness and
everyone dances. As Clara’s dream closes she
is found still sleeping in her chair. Her mother
and father waken her and as the guests take
their leave the party comes to an end. Clara is
left alone, enthralled by memories of her ad-
ventures.
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FOTOGRAFIA DI Brescia e Amisano

L’albero di Natale, maestoso,
troneggia nel salone di casa
Stahlbaum in un'immagine
di gruppo. Davanti i
bambini dell’Accademia di
Ballo del Teatro alla Scala
innalzano esultanti i regali
gia ricevuti.

Lo schiaccianoci

ALLE PAGINE SUCCESSIVE

Nicoletta Manni (Clara) e
Timofej Andrijashenko
(Drosselmeyer/Principe) nello
Schiaccianoci della Stagione
2022-2023, al Teatro alla Scala.
In questo pas de deux che segue
il Valzer dei Fiori e precede il
Valzer Finale o Apoteosi,
spiccano i grandi salti e i passi
di bravura.

33



34

Teatro alla Scala




OuEsIuIy 9 B13sa1g I1d VIAVIDOLOd

Lo schiaccianoci




Teatro alla Scala




